January 21 A.D. 2020

whoever would be
great among you must
be your servant, and
whoever would be
first among you must
be your slave, even as
the Son of Man came
not to be served but
to serve
The Gospel
According to St. Matthew
xx. 26-28

This week the World Council of
Churches and other religious
bodies are promoting unity
through prayer. Following the
example of our Lord Jesus Christ
(John 17:21) they seek to encourage people to pray that we “may
all be one.” Praying for Christian unity is something orthodox
Anglicans do as a priority. At
every celebration of Holy Communion, we begin by praying:
“Almighty and everliving God…
inspire continually the Universal
Church with the spirit of truth,
unity, and concord: And grant
that all those who do confess thy
holy Name may agree in the
truth of thy holy Word, and live
in unity and godly love.”
Notice here how both the word unity, and truth are repeated in this petition. This reflects our Lord in his high priestly prayer in John 17. There,
in John 17, we see both unity and truth as a repeated emphasis. I point
this out because over the years many of the well-known ecumenicists and
ecumenical organizations have pushed unity at the expense of truth.
There can be no biblical unity at the expense of truth. We will not sacrifice the deity of Christ on an altar of unity. We will not equate or exchange the most basic doctrines of our faith with a materialistic political
ideology. We will not condone that which God has called sin in order to
have cordial fellowship with Belial.
Orthodox Anglicans are unanimous in their desire to pursue closer relationships with like-minded orthodox Anglicans. Many years have passed
since we were one of the jurisdictions that had our bishops sign the Bartonville Agreement.
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Cooperation between traditional Anglicans who are orthodox in faith and practice should be the
ecumenical low hanging fruit for us. Over the last five years as the Presiding Bishop I have sought
to build relationships and foster contacts with orthodox Anglican jurisdictions. In AD 2019 our
openness to cooperation and fellowship appears to have finally fallen upon some receptive ears in
several different quarters. It is my prayer that the heightened discussions and informal cooperation will translate into more formal exchanges in the coming months and years. I am determined
that the Orthodox Anglican Church will never be an obstacle to true unity among continuing Anglicans. So, if you are reading this and you are in a leadership position outside the Orthodox Anglican Church, I sincerely encourage you to contact me.
Unity among Anglicans, even those who accept
biblical morality and sincerely believe the catholic
creeds is not easy. In the Anglican world there
are those who lean toward Rome, those who lean
toward Constantinople, those who are enamored
with Pentecostal distinctives, and those who
seem to diminish the first 1500 years of church
doctrine and practice. When their lean into borrowed distinctives becomes a lurch, the result is a
disfigured orthodox Anglicanism, and a substantial obstacle to unity.

The Orthodox Anglican Communion was
formed over 50 years ago in order to promote
the unity of Christendom by providing a canonical means to unite Anglican Christians throughout the world who are orthodox in Faith and Order. This vehicle of unity is one that continues to
find growth and success in AD 2020. I hope to
share some exciting news on this front in the
very near future.
Apart from the orthodox Anglican world, as a
jurisdiction we have found edifying fellowship
and cooperation with catholic-minded Lutherans
in the U.S. and abroad, and with a remnant of
faithful authentic Old Catholics in Europe; for this fellowship and cooperation we are thankful.
Please join with me in praying that AD 2020 will be a year in which the walls of sinful division will
fall, and that we will agree in the truth of God’s holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
May God bless you,

‡ Thomas E. Gordon
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Top: Father Jason Hess and his wife Myra celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary. Bottom: Several members of the Saint Andrew’s Theological College and
Seminary were able to worship, talk, and fellowship during the Archbishop’s recent
visit to Matthews, Virginia (www.DivinitySchool.org).
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The 2019 Lenten Clericus of the Orthodox Anglican Church will begin the evening of March 7th and conclude at noon on March
9th. It will be held in Bryson City, North Carolina. We will be staying at Land’s Creek Log Cabins where we have reserved 3 cabins
and the large meeting hall. Room and Board will be provided at a cost of $100. On-site space is limited so you should register today.
The Registration fee should be sent to The Orthodox Anglican Church, Office of the Presiding Bishop, 529 Breezewood Dr. Charlotte,
NC 28262 USA.

Important Dates in 2020
Feb 28– Mar 1. Convention Planning Weekend, Myrtle Beach, SC
March 6-8, 2020 Aspirants Seminar, St Phil’s, Charlotte, NC
March 12-14, 2020 Lenten Clericus, St Phil’s, Charlotte, NC
April 24-26, 2020 General Convention Weekend, Myrtle Beach, SC
August 7-9, 2020 Liturgical Seminar for Deacons, St Phil’s, Charlotte, NC
August 14-16, 2020 Liturgical Seminar for Priests, St Phil’s, Charlotte, NC
Oct 8-10, 2020 Fall Clericus, TBD
November 6-8, 2020 Liturgical Seminar, TBD
Social Media Quotables:

“A writer who says that there
are no truths, or that all truth
is ‘merely relative,’ is asking
you not to believe him.
So don’t.”
-Sir Roger Scruton

Prayer Book Vocabulary

Compassed- encompassed
Vouchsafe– graciously willing
Passion- suffering
Tender- loving

